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The Bridge Builder
Christmas Eve Celebration
On the morning of
Christmas Eve the
roads were icy, but that
didn’t stop New Life
and Southwest Lutheran Churches from
having their Christmas
worship and party for
the Burmese and Karen
community. Since the
sanctuary of New Life
only holds 120 people,
part of the sanctuary
floor was covered with
Burmese mats to accommodate the over
150 people who worshiped in three languages: English, Karen
and Burmese.
Following the sermon, four young men
were baptized. Pastor
Dave Maki of Southwest baptized Tha Ti
who lives with his Buddhist grandmother. She
not only came to the
service but stood up
with him and verbally
gave permission for
him to be baptized. Following a Burmese cultural tradition, Christian
names were given to
Kyaw Kyaw Oo

(Timothy), Koko Oo
(Titus), and Thein Myint (Tychichus) as they
were baptized by Pastor James Keller.
When these young men
converted from Buddhism to Christianity,
they faced much persecution from parents and
family, and thus they
are no longer living at
home. Pastor David
Strable assisted with
the rite by providing
candles to each baptized man. The candles
were lit from the baptism candle in the
holder created by
Kyaw Kyaw Oo in
2003 in 3-D art class
when he was a freshman at Concordia Lutheran High School. A
joyous clap offering
was given as thanks for
answered prayer for the
baptisms at the end of
the service. Then everyone lined up to receive gifts that had
been collected over the
past year. Everyone got
many useful and beautiful presents that they
truly appreciated. Some

gifts were:
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, blankets,

ple started to arrive for
the Christmas party
where they were able to

hats, mittens, and toys.
Everyone filed over to
the fellowship hall for a
feast of Burmese foods,
which was eaten with
much zest.
Then it was time for
the vans to head out to
the apartment complexes and start bringing in the Muslim Burmese. At first the news
was not good. Many
said that the weather
was too bad to go
out. One van got stuck
in another complex. But slowly peo-

learn about Christmas
trees, candy canes, carols, and Santa Claus.
As the Christmas account was read from
the Bible, children
were able to act it out.
Everyone received presents, clothing, and
household items.
Many picked up
Christian literature
from the Burmese tract
rack to read. Some
took it home; others put
it back when they finished reading.
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THANKS to each of you who responded so generously to our Christmas
2009 Appeal Letter. We appreciated hearing from you.

Annette, Thay Lar Htoo and
Pastor Jim.

Without your faithful prayers, financial gifts, and presence in the lives of the
Burmese, the events of Christmas Eve would not have been possible. You are
needed for the ministry of LAMB to continue! As the LAMB Board of Directors stated: “We are in a spiritual battle for the souls of these people whom
the Lord has brought to our city. First and foremost we prayerfully request
that you join us in this fight. Second, we are bold to ask for financial support
because LAMB is a ‘faith-based ministry’ solely relying on the support of individuals, congregations, and grants from foundations. Individuals and congregations are primary to the financial success of this ministry because we
receive your prayer support in addition to your financial support.”
Additional ways to assist LAMB:

Burmese children act out the
nativity story.

•

Forward this newsletter to other mission-minded people.

•

Provide us with your email address so you may receive prayer updates and
current ministry news. Our email is newlife4burmese@NL4U.org.

•

Include LAMB in your church or ministry budget.

•

Join us for worship. Our bilingual English - Burmese service is every
Sunday at 1 pm.

•

Invite Pastor Jim (260-385-0683) or Pastor Dave (260-416-4990) to speak
at your next mission festival, school chapel, Bible study or group meeting.

•

Choose LAMB as your Sunday school or vacation Bible school mission
project.

•

Ask Sally Strable (260-312-6956) or Annette Keller (260-456-3268) to
speak to your women’s group, children’s ministry or youth meeting.

•

Consider Fort Wayne as your destination for this summer’s mission trip.

•

Distribute religious materials to the Burmese in your neighborhood, workplace or school. We are blessed to have many materials in Burmese and
are developing materials in Karen.

•

Collect items for the Burmese babies and their families.

•

Serve as a tutor, English conversation partner, medical advocate, Bible
teacher or driver.
Most Important—PRAY, PRAY, PRAY!!!!!

Page 3

February 2010 Prayer Calendar
LUTHERAN AGENCY FOR MISSIONS TO
BURMESE
L.A.M.B.
P.O. Box 15833
Fort Wayne, IN 46885-5833
Rev. Keller ‘s phone number:
260-385-0683
Rev. Keller’s e-mail:
newlife4burmese@NL4U.org
Rev. Strable’s phone number:
260-416-4990
Rev. Strable’s e-mail:
david.strable@cune.org

Pastor Dave congratulates a young
Burmese Muslim couple on their
wedding day.

Please pray for…
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

The Strable family (Genea, Ellie, Jordan,
Pastor Dave and Sally) at Pastor Dave’s
ordination June 2009.

27
28

All who witness boldly to their faith in Jesus. Thank God for those
who have passed on the faith.
Sally Strable and the doctors caring for her back.
New Burmese families arriving in the United States.
LAMB staff as they form new partnerships with other agencies.
Ko Ko Oo as he leads Youth Group Bible Study every Friday night.
Gwen and Peter Keller, John Pratt, and Gennea Strable as they lead
Jr. High Youth Group Bible Studies every Saturday.
New Life Burmese Worship Team.
Keller Family Day.
Home Bible studies.
Pastor Jim leading Chapel at Zion Lutheran School—Decatur, IN.
Burmese Worship Service Elder Kyaw Sann.
Training of more Burmese ministry leaders.
LAMB’s finances.
Renewing of Marriage Vows Ceremony at New Life.
Men court ordered to LAMB for English.
Pastors Jim and Dave meeting with area missionaries today for visioning and partnering in ministry.
Pastor Dave driving a van full of Burmese to Indianapolis for USCIS
biometrics.
Troubled Burmese teens.
Burmese children with dental problems.
Burmese families living in LAMB transitional houses.
Pastor Mung as he leads Burmese Adult Bible Study every Sunday at
New Life.
Healthy pregnancies for the Burmese.
New Life Elders and Church Council meeting tonight.
Comfort and hope for those who mourn the loss of children.
All those who are tutoring Burmese school children.
Pastor Dave and the doctors monitoring his newly diagnosed
diabetes.
Burmese children to remain healthy during the winter months.
Norma Thiele teaching English and Citizenship every Sunday morning.
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March 2010 Prayer Calendar
Please pray for …
LUTHERAN AGENCY FOR
MISSIONS TO BURMESE
L.A.M.B.
P.O. Box 15833
Fort Wayne, IN 468855833
Rev. Keller ‘s phone number:
260-385-0683
Rev. Keller’s e-mail:
newlife4burmese@NL4U.org
Rev. Strable’s phone number:
260-416-4990
Rev. Strable’s e-mail:
david.strable@cune.org

Burmese praise team leader
Annette Carbaugh having
family devotions with her
husband Mark, their
granddaughter Katelyn and
Burmese “sons in the Lord”
Ko Ko Oo, Thein Myint and
friend Pau Thupha Thang.

1 Burmese youth witnessing to their families.
2 LAMB vehicles to run smoothly.
3 God’s blessings on those praying for LAMB, helping
the Burmese, and giving to the ministry.
4 Lutheran schools with Burmese students.
5 Burmese struggling with addiction.
6 Ellie Strable's birthday.
7 Pastor Dave as he leaves for Iowa to share the work of LAMB.
8 Elizabeth Keller’s birthday.
9 Pastor Jim meeting with area Pastors for a Tri-Circuit meeting.
10 Pastor Dave's family during his absence.
11 Annette Keller as she homeschools the Keller children.
12 Burmese suffering mental illness.
13 New Burmese refugees to receive the help they need.
14 Pastor Dave as he speaks to churches in Iowa.
15 Thay Lar Htoo’s health and safety as she ministers to the sick.
16 Thein Htun Aung (Thay Lar Htoo’s husband) as he grows in his faith and
knowledge of Jesus following his baptism in September 2009.
17 Thay and Thein’s daughters: Charry, Ester, and Su as they attend Concordia Lutheran School and learn more about Jesus.
18 Pastor Jim speaking at the All Nations Friendship Center banquet.
19 Burmese who are suffering from being tortured.
20 Pastor Dave's safe return from Iowa.
21 New Life’s services of healing in both English and Burmese services.
22 Pure hearts and godly Christian spouses for the unmarried Burmese.
23 Gennea, Jordan, and Ellie Strable as they attend Lutheran South Unity
School and teach their classmates about the Burmese.
24 Parents to give permission for their children to be baptized.
25 Families to study God’s Word and to pray to Jesus together.
26 MaryJane Keller’s Birthday.
27 Pastor Jim as he leads Bible studies at the two LAMB transitional houses.
28 Burmese who are persecuted for coming to church.
29 Freedom from evil spirits, fortunetelling, and magic charms.
30 Friendships to grow and develop during
home visits.
31 The Holy Spirit to change hearts.

Now that they are all the same religion, Thay Lar Htoo and husband Thein Htun Aung read the
Bible with their three daughters, Charry, Ester, and Su.

