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The Bridge Builder
The Tombs were Opened
By: Pastor Jim
The transition from Lent to Easter is one from sorrow to joy. The Passion
Narrative of Jesus is read. There is a bridge in the narrative from sorrow to joy.
It is found in Matthew 27:51-53. 51Suddenly, the curtain in the temple was
split in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split
open. 52The tombs were opened, and the bodies of many holy people who had
died came back to life. 53They came out of the tombs after he had come back
to life, and they went into the holy city where they appeared to many people.
Most times we focus on the curtain being torn from top to bottom. We gloss
over verses 52-53 which talk about tombs being opened and holy people (the
saints) coming back to life and visiting people in Jerusalem in the days of
Easter.
We bid farewell to
Magdiel Fajardo, our
fieldworker from
Concordia Theological Seminary. During
his time at New Life,
he has taught confirmation class, helped
with the youth group,
and played in the
praise band. He was
instrumental in
leading the two young
men to desire
baptism on Easter
Sunday.
He will be leaving to
study in England in
the fall.

Pray

My children asked me about this passage this year. To be honest, I was
stumped. I‟m not sure what to make of these verses. How long did these
people live after this? Did they walk back to their tombs and lay back down in
death? How many saints did rise at this time? I just don‟t know because the
Bible does not tell us. Perhaps a more important question for us is, “What
does this mean for us today?”
Let me tell you. On Easter Sunday it was my privilege to issue a call for
baptism. I had met with many families and individuals during Lent. We had
studied the booklet “Why Should I be Baptized?” I encouraged them to be
baptized and to have their children baptized. As I removed the lid from the
baptismal font, I called out in Burmese, “All those who want to be baptized,
please come.” One middle school boy eagerly got up. Just the Monday before
we had buried his father. His mother had died in the camps. His sister who is
his guardian came forward to give consent. Here was a young man who was
relying on the promise of Psalm 68:5 -- The God who is in his holy dwelling
place is the father of the fatherless. Everyone knew this boy‟s story. Everyone
knew the circumstances of his father‟s death. Everyone was smiling to see
this boy be marked as God‟s child. But wait, another boy in middle school was
quickly coming up front. He had been sitting in the second row with his
friends. Peter was sitting among these boys as the “big brother.” This boy
whispered to Peter, “I want to be baptized. Let me go and ask my mother.”
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The Tombs...Continued from page 1
He moved quickly to the back of the church where his Buddhist mother sat, and he asked for her permission to be baptized. She consented, and he happily came forward. We called his mother to join us at the
font. We asked Dick and Lois Helmke to join us at the font. Dick has been known for years in the
Burmese community as “Apo” (Grandpa). They were to be the grandparents for these boys. We called
Magdiel, our fieldworker who teaches the boys‟ confirmation class and helps with youth group on
Saturdays, to join us. As this group gathered at the font the following words came to mind: The tombs
were opened, and the bodies of many holy people who had died came back to life. Suddenly I knew
what this means for us today. Here on an Easter morning as we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord,
we were also celebrating the resurrection of these two boys. Gathered around them were those whose
tombs had already been opened through baptism, standing as witnesses. They were standing there
because they have witnessed about Christ to many.
These two boys had now passed from death to life. When we were baptized into his death, we were
placed into the tomb with him. As Christ was brought back from death to life by the glorious power of the
Father, so we, too, should live a new kind of life (Romans 6:4). Their tombs were opened for them to go
into “Jerusalem” and be witnesses to the resurrection of Christ. How long they will be able to do this on
earth is not known to us. How long you and I have as His saints and witnesses is not known. But let us
run into “Jerusalem” and proclaim that once we were dead, but now we are alive. Once we were lost, but
now we are found. The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed!

Pray

Left: Pastor Dave baptizes John.
Right: Pastor Jim baptizes Htoo Wah as his
sister and Grandpa and
Grandma watch.
Bottom: Baptism party
includes Khin (John‟s
mom), John, Magdiel
Fajardo (seminary fieldworker), Eh Moo (Htoo
Wah‟s sister), Htoo Wah,
Grandpa, and Grandma.

To see a video of the baptism, visit
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7v0bY3Dz0AY

LAMB is now on the internet! Our website is

www. newlife4burmese.org

We are now also able to receive donations online!
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To see a video of the Easter Egg Hunt at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church on April 16, 2011, visit
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QjTerWTCP8
Pray

Scenes from “The Savior‟s Touch”
Banquet on April 7 (Clockwise) Taylor
Aung and Karen Blank present the Bible
Women plan; Karen encourages Pensi
as Pensi shares her testimony; MaryJane Keller, Kelly Clymer, and MaTuTu
serve; banquet guests enjoy the meal.

LUTHERAN AGENCY FOR MISSIONS TO
BURMESE
LAMB monthly cash needs:
$17,000
LAMB is a nonprofit 501c
agency. We receive no
government or synodical funding.
LAMB relies on the donations of
partners like you. Please feel
free to share this newsletter with
others who may be interested in
partnering with us to bring Jesus
to the peoples of Burma.
Rev. Keller„s phone number:
260-385-0683
Rev. Keller‟s e-mail:
James.Keller@newlife4burmese.org

Rev. Strable‟s phone number:
260-416-4990
Rev. Strable‟s e-mail:
Dave.Strable@newlife4burmese.org
Banquet photos courtesy of Don Gayer
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Please send us to Camp Lutherhaven
for International Camp!

Pray

International Camp is July
24-29 this year. We want
to send these kids and
many more. Camp has
played a valuable role in
reaching kids for Christ,
including John who was
baptized on Easter.
Please consider a donation
to send these kids and
more to International
Camp.
If you can’t sponsor a full
week of camp, consider
sponsoring a smaller portion. Every donation helps!
 $300 = Full week
 $150 = Half week
 $50 = Day
 $25= Half day
You can donate through our
website or by writing
“Camp” in the memo line of
your check.

