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We had a crazy, awesome busy summer. So many things happened that we don’t even know if
we can remember them all. We had VBS, block parties, camps, retreats, baptisms, and we even
started some new programs. On a sad note we said good-bye to the Strables, LAMB’s
missionaries to the Burmese Muslims. We ask for your prayers to take us through another
fast-paced season this fall!

Working For the Good
Pastor Jim
Romans 8:28 We know that all things work
together for the good of those who love Godthose whom he has called according to his
plan.
Often times it is hard to see God’s plan when
trouble arises. Yet his promise is clear: this will
work out for good. Those of us in the mission
field see this time and again in the lives of
those we work with and in our own lives. Our
family has learned through the years to wait
and see what the Lord will do to bring about
the good out of a bad situation. Sometimes
we don’t need to wait long; other times we are
still waiting.
As America’s economy still struggles to right
itself, the ripples touch all of us. This past June
the LAMB board was faced with a dilemma.
Cash flow was not what it was supposed to be
to sustain this ministry. The long term
projection is that it will be a long time before
cash flow is at levels needed to sustain the
ministry. So the board needed to make some
cuts. One area was our housing ministry.
LAMB’s two transitional houses were sitting
empty. Our last families had moved out, and
for some reason we were not able to move in
new families. This aspect of the ministry was
shut down.
A harder decision was still needed. LAMB
had three full time staff yet the finances could
only support two. After many prayers and
tears, it was decided to lay off one staff
member: Rev. David Strable.

Rev. Strable has an unpaid call to New Life
Lutheran Church as an associate pastor
deployed to LAMB. LAMB had raised the
money for his support. But when LAMB was
unable to do this, Rev. Strable was no longer
deployed to LAMB. He continues to have his
unpaid call to New Life Lutheran Church. He
is currently substitute teaching and doing some
pulpit supply. He has also placed his name on
a call list.
It is hard waiting on the Lord to see what good
He will bring out of this situation for the
Strable family. But we know that God has
called Rev. Stable to serve him. We ask that
you pray for the Strable family during this time
of transition. Please pray for the Lord’s
leading for Rev. Strable so that he will know
where the Lord of the Harvest wants him to
serve. Pray also for LAMB and the remaining
staff and volunteers as we seek the Lord’s
guidance in the best way to fill Rev. Strable’s
place so that God’s Word will reach the
Burmese Muslims. Pray also that the Lord will
guide the LAMB Board as it continues to do
His will with the resources He has provided.

Standing With LAMB
Challenges and obstacles give us
two choices: give up or trust in
Jesus. Thank you for standing
with LAMB in prayer and support
during these months! We hope
this newsletter opens you’re eyes
to what God is doing among the
Burmese as you work along side
us.

Burmese Mission
Outreach
Our family had prayed that
God would provide an
opportunity to share the Gospel
with the Burmese who live at one
particular apartment complex.
Many of the students that come
to the Saturday Bible study as
well as others who have shown
interest in Christianity live there.
However, it seemed that our
plans were in vain as no one had
signed up to assist with our
outreach event in partnership
with Camp Lutherhaven. Then
we received a phone call. “Do
you still want to do the Burmese
Outreach Servant Event?” Of
course, and God sent the youth
group from Christ the Rock
Lutheran Church, Rockford, IL.
They led four mornings of Bible
teaching, singing, running, and
relationship building with
Christian, Buddhist, and Muslim
children. Many moms with
young children sat on blankets to
take in the action, and some of
these women provided a
traditional Burmese lunch for
the youth group. On Monday

after lunch the youth group
served by tutoring at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church. On Tuesday
they organized the clothing bank
at St. Augustine’s Lutheran
Church, and on Wednesday they
canvassed the New Life Lutheran
neighborhood.

Vacation Bible Schools
Many thanks to Bethlehem
Lutheran Church for hosting this
year’s International VBS, to
volunteers from Faith Lutheran
Church, Elma, New York, for
serving at the VBS, and to
Suburban Bethlehem for
welcoming 23 Burmese students
plus the Keller and Strable
children to its VBS.

Day Camp
What if there wouldn’t be
enough “buddies”? That was the
challenge of this year’s
International Day Camp.
Normally, teens attending the
Servant Event at Camp
Lutherhaven “buddy” up with
international day campers,
sharing time, love, and the
Gospel in word and action.
However, the number of campers
would have easily overwhelmed
the teen campers and their
counselors. Nevertheless, day
camp needed to go on, and the
Lord graciously sent teen helpers
and moms from several churches
and tribal groups. Southwest
Lutheran arranged for the bus
and driver each day, and New
Life Burmese provided the
international lunches.

Labor Day 2011
Labor Day Retreat 2011
kicked off on Friday night with
22 young people gathered for
Bible study. This was especially
important for two Burmese teens
from a Buddhist home who are
not allowed to attend worship
and youth group as often as they
would like. Saturday’s agenda
focused on families and the
“Camel Method,” a Bible study
that teaches how to reach out to
Muslims starting with the Koran
and leading to the Bible. In
addition, five “Bible Women”
studied with Deaconess Karen
Blank and “medical deaconess”
Taylor Aung on Saturday.
During the day 67 people of all
ages enjoyed Burmese food,
fellowship, and three gallons of
ice cream and waffle cones
provided by St. Paul’s Youth
Group (Fort Wayne). Sunday’s
highlight was the worship service
attended by 98 people; two
children from New Life Burmese
Lutheran and an adult from
Southwest Lutheran Karen
Fellowship were baptized. This
faith-building weekend could not
have happened without your
prayer support, financial gifts,
and other donations.

Bible Women

Burmese Mission Outreach
June 27-30, 2011
Brendonwood Apartments

Youth organize clothes at St. Augustine’s Lutheran

Camp
By the numbers:
• 11th Day Camp and
10th International Camp
• 26 International
Campers
• 12 sponsored by
SouthWest
• 14 sponsored by LAMB
• 60 children, helpers,
and moms rode the bus
each day to Day Camp
• 2 buses provided by
Emmanuel – St. Michael
and Woodburn Lutheran
Schools
• 15 cases of “MaMa,”
Thai noodle soup
cooked and served
• 80 popsicles eaten while
listening to Pastor Jim’s
closing devotion on
Thursday
• 4 Servant Event
participants plus Daniel
Stoneburner and Katie
Krueger, camp
counselors
• At least 7 churches
provided teen helpers
and moms
• 4 days of “organized

chaos”
•∞ (infinity) fun

Who Are They?

Youth Leaders dressed in
ethnic Karen clothing

You’ll be hearing more
about our awesome
youth leaders, so why
don’t you get to know
them?
1. Kwee (Light blue dress)
Kwee cares deeply about bringing
people with her to heaven. She brings
her cousins, nieces, and neighbors with
her to church and Bible Study. She
helps run a tutoring site in her
apartment. She was baptized on
Labor Day at Camp in 2010.
2. Sallawee (Black dress)
Sallawee is a good motivator. She
plays guitar and helps with the Muslim
outreach on Friday nights. She
designed t-shirts for the girl’s youth
group that proclaim their faith. She
was baptized on Labor Day at Camp
in 2009.
3. Paw Bu Tha Lu (White dress)
Paw Bu Tha Lu is Kwee’s cousin. She
helps by reading in the Karen
language and making sure the
material we use is correct. She was
baptized on Labor Day at Camp in
2010.
4. Myint Than (Gray shirt)
Myint Than has had a hard life, but he
has remained faithful to God. He is
very friendly and a good witness to
everyone around him. He helps lead
Bible studies at his apartment complex.
He was baptized on Easter Sunday
2010.
5. John Bobo (Green and white shirt)
John grew up Buddhist. He was able to
go to International Camp and learn
about Jesus. He became good friends
with Peter and was baptized on Easter
Sunday 2011. He likes working with
the younger kids, and he helps Peter
with the tutoring sites.
6. August (Standing between Parker
and Peter)
August is the son of elder Ta Puay. He
brings the boys together and helps
keep them under control. He has a
firm understanding of the Bible. He
was baptized on Labor Day at Camp
in 2010.

Youth Leaders
International Camp and Day Camp play an important part in
reaching out to youth and drawing them into the youth groups and
tutoring programs we have year-round. Every Saturday Gwen and
Peter Keller, along with John Pratt, lead Bible studies and games for
about 40 youth. Some of these youth have now been chosen as Youth
Leaders, youth who are helping run tutoring sites, leading bible
studies, and coming up with new ways to witness to their friends. On
Saturdays, three Bible studies are held concurrently: a boys Bible
study, a girls Bible study, and a Bible study for younger children. Youth
Leaders from the boys and girls Bible study take turns leading the
children’s Bible study and also assist with leading the other two Bible
studies.

Keller Family News

It certainly has been a time of transition for our family. Gwen
graduated from high school in June and spent six weeks working
for “Team Read,” a program of the Allen County Public Library.
She then began work at Simpson United Methodist Preschool
and is now working almost full-time for them. In June our family
moved into the Burmese Mission House at 225 E. Woodland
Ave.

Burmese Mission House Revitalized
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The Keller family would like to thank all those who so
generously gave of their time, talents, and energies to renovate
this house. We are truly grateful for all their hard work in
making this house into a beautiful home for our family. May God
richly bless this home, our family, and all of the mission work
that will take place in this home.
Those who participated in the renovation:
Larry Goeglein
Jim Furhman
Deb Ross
Marvin Zelt
Pastor Jon Anderson
Bill Ihssen
Don Pape
Jim Goddard
Chuck Thompson
Roger Macke
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Wayne Trace:
Tom&Carol Shoyer
Jim Sheets
Dave Bouman
Alan Doctor
Jerry Goeglein
Walter Fisher
Aung from Detriot, MI
Lois&Dick Helmke

Ways to Donate
LAMB is a nonprofit 501 (c)3 organization. We
depend on financial partners like you to support
this ministry. Individuals, Churches, Bible study
groups, LWML groups, Men’s groups, children’s and
youth ministries, and even businesses can partner
financially with us. Here are ways you can help:

Contribute to LAMB’s general
budget. You can donate online
at www.newlife4burmese.org
Specific ministry needs are:
• Buy a Burmese catechism/
workbook $5 for each set
• Underwrite a day of day
camp for a child $10
• Cover the cost of a weekly
devotional book for the

Burmese worship service
$25
• Send a Burmese child to
week long camp, 1 day
$50/ 1 week $300
• Provide for the translation
and publication in Burma of
Lutheranism 101 $3000
• Underwrite a month of
LAMB $5000

Be a LAMB Prayer Partner
Pray for LAMB staff:
Taylor Aung and family
Rev. James Keller and family

Pray for LAMB volunteers:
Pray for opportunities for our volunteers to share their faith with the

• Underwrite the cost of two
part-time staff for the Bible
Women program for 1 year
$15,000
Non-Cash donation items
• Diapers- all sizes
• School supplies
• Sewing machines
• Household cleaning
supplies/paper products

Get Connected:
Pastor Jim has been visiting
LWML and LLL groups recently.
If you want to schedule Pastor
Jim to preach, lead Bible
study, or visit your next mission
event, contact him at (260)
385-0683. He can also assist
you with scheduling the
presentations described below.

Burmese.
Pray for LAMB volunteers’ safety and good health.

Pray for the Burmese people:
Pray for those who attend the Burmese worship service to have their
hearts open to the Gospel.
Pray for Burmese Christians as they share their faith with Buddhist
and Muslim friends.
Pray for Burmese Elders as they take on more leadership roles in the
life of the church.
Pray for the training of Burmese Bible Women.

Request an email newsletter by contacting
james.keller@newlife4burmese.org

Check us out on the web at
www.newlife4burmese.org

LAMB Board members are
available to make multimedia
presentations to adult Bible
studies and small groups about
the work God is doing with the
Burmese in Fort Wayne.
In addition to leading
school chapels, Pastor Jim can
teach children about Burmese
culture and mission work in
their classrooms.
“Never Too Young to be a
Missionary” is for kids by kids,
featuring songs, games, and
testimonies about how God is
using young people. This is
great for Sunday schools,
Bible schools, and youth
groups.

